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Where Would We BEE 
Without Pollinators?
Do you know what types of pollinators you have in your 
community? While many pollinators may seem like just 
annoying insects, they are actually a very important part of 
the web of life upon which we all depend. 

Pollinators are needed to provide one in every three bites of food and to 
maintain our environment. Without the pollination process we would 
notice a decline in food and many of the products we use every day. 
Pollinators are responsible for about $16 billion in U.S. agricultural 
production, and $190 billion in human food production worldwide. 
About 75-percent of all flowering plants rely on animal pollinators for 
fertilization, and over 200,000 species of animals act as pollinators. 
Of those, about 1,000 are hummingbirds, bats and small mammals, 
such as mice. The rest are insects, including beetles, bees, ants, wasps, 
butterflies and moths.



Pollinators form the underpinning of a healthy and sustainable future for food and the 
environment, but they have shown disturbing signs of decline in recent years. When 
pollinators shrink in number, many plants either produce less seed or no seed at all. The 
bottom line is, when pollinators start disappearing, plants start disappearing. 

Each of us can be a good steward of our natural resources at our home and in our 
communities. There are a variety of programs in your community that can help citizens 
to better understand pollinators and to develop habitat areas with native plants for 
pollinators. Look around your community; there are program opportunities with your 
master naturalist and master gardener groups. Your local conservation district also 
assists in these programs and has developed workshops and demonstration areas to 
showcase the importance of habitat areas for pollinators and other wildlife. We can all 
make a difference by starting in our own backyard, at our school or in our community. 
Contact your local soil and water conservation district to see how you can become more 
involved in conservation activities in your local community. To find your local district, 
visit www.nacdnet.org/about/districts/directory.

“Not a single bee has ever sent you an invoice. And that is part 
of the problem—because most of what comes to us from  
nature is free, because it is not invoiced, because it is not priced, 
because it is not traded in markets, we tend to ignore it.”

- Pavan Sukhdev, United Nations report,  
The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity.

EDUCATION MATERIALS:  www.conservationlearn.org 
 INFORMATION SOURCES: www.pollinator.org
 USDA SOURCES: www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/

national/plantsanimals/pollinate/
  www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/
 WHAT SHOULD I PLANT 
 FOR WHERE I LIVE?: www.pollinator.org/guides

The National Association of  Conservation Districts (NACD) Stewardship Week is one of  the largest 
conservation-related observances. The nation’s 3,000 conservation districts manage soil and water 
conservation programs in virtually every community in the United States. Since 1955, NACD has 
sponsored the national Stewardship Week program by selecting a theme and developing materials for 
schools and communities. Stewardship Week, celebrated annually between the last Sunday in April 
and the first Sunday in May, reminds us of  our personal responsibility to care for the natural resources 
upon which we all depend. The celebration and observance of  stewardship lasts for more than just one 
week; it continues throughout the entire year. The concept of  stewardship involves personal and social 
responsibility. We have a duty to be wise and effective stewards of  natural resources in our daily lives. 
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